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‘ptudent at Berea College in Be- L titutions.

| There they had found whai ppa ue. William Elis, a Nezro

e N.S.a. directly answerabl\,‘Na“‘ma1

‘the new association to be con-i}.
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frolled by cxecutive secreteries
on a wermanent basis. Thus all’

{ By PHILIP POTTER
f ais’
officers were to be siudents on:

IWashington Bureau of The Sunj

in May, 1948, Eliis

repnried
from Pregue that leaders of 1nd|
Iniornatican] Tlnian af Shdn-4
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tional  Students = Association,!
iormed in 1947 by students »
sevoral hundred American col-
lege campuses, led a most im-
pecunious existence until it 'mtl

pu\«.s.
£ Fully Democratic

Tt was feli ihat an organize
alion so constituted wo\.ld be.

N el ) fully democratic and betier a‘qle
the cia jackpo! in 1952. to ward off any Comimunisi in-
This was the word tonight! {vasion tactics.
£, iV Lalb
irom its first president, Wx 1-

Winancing was to be vrorated,,
ith students bodies of sma&ller
:schools paying dues of $25 an-
n al‘y with ‘tae scale going to}
5100 for the nation's st in-

liam Welsh, now a 42- yezar-olrLW
administrative assistant to Vice:
President Humphirey. When the
N.S.A. was erzanized he was a!«

large

fea, Ky. * i The organization was not fo,
first Home ¥
The N.S.A.'s {irst home was’
bn the sccond floor of an aban-
Honed clementary school in Ma-|
mon Wis., a property taken meeling.
ver by the University of Wis- A major question was that of;
~°“5‘“ which was host to the!arijiation with the International;
Ponstitutional . convention  at ypjon of Students, which some;
which the student asseciation at the 1046 Prague conjerence!
vas organized. ‘thought already had come under;
The idea for such an organiz- Commumst domination.
hilion bcgan with 25 co]lc'fe Send Observers |
St udents returning {rom denuu, * Postponing afiiliation, the \a-'-
01'0 they had gone in the tional Studen:s Asscciation de-
imer of 1046 to help Organize cided to send only sn ohserver|
/Imemaumal Union  ef'{o the Internaiional Union of
udents. " Students headguarters in

ition of the consitution by two.
lthivds of the 320 campuses re-
presented af the 1947 Madison'|

b

Velsh called “highly onganized. atierding Harvard wes caosen,
hind  sophisticated” dexegatxonsv- Al ihe time the National

rom the Communist bloe of na-" Stugents Association’s first vice
ions and- representatives of presidents were Robert Smith,
Western  European  student :of Harvard, and Ralph Dungzan,

bolitical action.

Needed Orgauization
If American stuuents were;
poing to hold their ewn in de-
ate at ‘“rouch conferences”
ixe that one, Welsh said, it was:
clt they needed a formal struc-,
ure at home. After a series ofi
lanning sessions at the Univer-
ity of Chicage and at Madison
he N.S.A. was born.

Although 40 or 50 then exist-
ng student groups like the
 M.C.A. and the Young Pro-
bressives took part in the plan-
hing discussions and the consti-;
utional convention, it was de-'
Picded t6 exclude cxisting groupsiV
rom represeniation and -make :

uladelphla who was later one of
IPresment Kennedy's principall it
White House aides and now
serves as Ambassador o Ciile.
These men and Welsh -took
Jeave from their schools to go
ion the road and convince
ienougn colleges to ratify .he~
lcoust.uuqon and pay their dues,

hhe }\lLty aL me ume heid u"llV

a few nundred dellass and :he
quariers leancd to the associaz
tion were furnished with seconds
nand typewriters and Army Sur-
plus desks.

The sclling job, Weish Sc.ld

was diffxcuh pecause many col-
‘lege administrations fcarcd ine
Students  Associaiion
swould  fall' iate  Comimunist,
hands. o

He and Dungan, fer instasce.
were once asked 1@ speak de-
fere the Detroit Lconomic uub

APRTAVEY ForRetes

Communist.
“We took on ils 400 members

«
- N

n the nation's ,cod,e'fe campu-
bCS.

Delegates to the annual con
ention either were to be elect—
a cirectiy by student hodies or
Eopointed by e

Fovernments. Bcd?ﬁ ﬁEM
Nor did the organizers want:

;WuE ;ﬂL]Aﬂaul‘.‘L)’ AIVOIVEU I Lig
'50\,;21 aciion commiilees iha

*coml, into Dbeing umil ratifica-]

inions with a long reputation of :of st Joseph 3 Cod('"fe in P“l-'

gase : CIA-RDP75-0014

the Communist party used i
topple the demccratic govern
ment of Dr. Eduard Benes aur
establish Red rule. -

Welsh, Du..gan and Smith de

.Jeided in a telephone conferencqd
call to issue a strong condemnaf

tion of the coup and the Inter

i ]
fnational Unien of Students parl:

in i, and called Ellis baCx{ t
ihe U*utec States.

“That was the best decision ]
ever_made,”. Welsh_said._“W

FOIAb3b

caught hell from the executiv
inoard for
suiting its members, but I bg
iiieve we were smart. This wa

issue over segregation. Smith
established effective coording
tion of student tours abroad an
swudent exchange programs.
- Welsh said he was adaman
about keeping the Nationg
Students Association student-o
jented and felt it ought te b
campus-f'nanced 106,

Face Up To Financiag

acting witheut corfl

as international vice presideng

<now the asseciation was hav-
ing financial = preblems and
wanted te do more than i. was
able te do. Ansther fact may

the end of all contact wit§ihave been tha. McCartiyism
the International . Union offiwas then reachisg its pews and
i1 Students.” the CIA link faay have been
When he was presment nfimade for prote:tion—insurance
said, nhe sought -to fecus of|so the N.S.A. wauld not ge: ait.
domestic prebiems  facinf| “In the first vesr, we had a
student bodies, such as th}|ierrible time ceavincing. people

the erganization was not a subt-
le plot for a Coemmiunist
takeover of the campuses, since
the idea for it came frém the
croup  attending  that 1946
Prague meeting.

Welsh declinec to make zublic
& judgment on the decision of
the 1952 officers to take CIA
rmaoney.

Welsh said the West had nom

“I {elt it cught te be an orga
student fev\.rnments an

that they ouffht to faceup to t
financing—that if they did no}
life would get comphcaued "
said.

He went back to school aft
his’ year as’ president, nev

old further office in the N
t.oual Students Association a
was never made aware of ¢
Cla fmancmff that began
1932, - °

of

mad,m MGZL’JVelsn sald, ¢

" “I have been trym'f t6 recof-
istruct. what must: have tran -

nist  dominater  Internsiiona;
Union of Studer.s, or the Waric
Federation of Domocratic Youth
that. in the ea-ly 1930's, were
making  substantial ~inreads
among the yeua of nun-angnu;
countries.

“I don't think there' woulc
getting public nloney inio the
National Students Associaiion.”
he said. #I kave pa qualms
abouf that.'The real quesiien is
whether thls had to be done
[ cavertly,” - .. Y

ing comparable to the Comnu-

nave been pnything wrong in
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